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526 Main Dueling Pianos
Thursday, September 19 

5:30pm Meet & Greet 
6:30pm Dinner, 7pm Entertainment

526 S Main St, Royal Oak, 526main.com

The premier nightspot destination in Royal Oak, 
featuring world touring professional piano players 
who sing and entertain with humor and audience 

participation, guaranteeing a thrilling and 
enjoyable time for all. The menu copies  

the atmosphere taking sophistication and  
balance to heart. Cost: Your tab. 

Contact: Dennis Dembiec, 248-318-1491,  
dennis4179@gmail.com

Independently owned and operated for over 
27 years, this family operation seeks to delivery 
superior quality food, service and atmosphere to 

make your dining experience memorable.  
An Italian restaurant and bar specializing in pizza 

and pasta. The dining room is decorated with 
authentic family photographs, Italian countryside 

themes and landscapes from Italy.  
Four Star Rating – Detroit Free Press 2003, 

among many positive reviews. Cost: Your tab. 

Contact: Kay Sheere, 586-939-9817,  
ktmc1014@wowway.com 

Joe Bologna
Friday, Sept. 6 

6:30pm

2135 17 Mile Road 
Sterling Heights

It’s that time of the year again to renew your GMSC Membership. 
A Membership Application is included in this newsletter. You need to fill-out and SIGN the 

form, then return it with your renewal fee by September 30. There is a discount for renewing 
(vs. a new membership). After September 30 all will have to pay the “new” member fee.  

So save yourself a few bucks and renew on time!
All members get the newsletter emailed directly. If you choose the option to have a printed  

newsletter mailed out, the fee is being increased from $5 to $10 (in addition to the member dues). 
The actual cost to mail one member a newsletter for a year is about $18. The club is still covering  

part of that cost, but we are asking members to cover approximately half of it.
You can mail your renewal to the address on the form, or bring it to any GMSC event and  

turn it in to our Membership Chair, June Siehda (or any board member). 
Don’t Forget: If you recruit three new members you will get your membership for free! Simply 

have the new members designate you as the referring member on their member application.
For more information contact: June, jsiehda@hotmail.com, 586-383-4267

Membership Renewal Time!
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September Birthdays
Sep 04	 Les Skrzycki 	 	
Sep 05	 Kathy Clayton 	  	
Sep 07	 Jan Pfannes 	 	
Sep 10	 BethBeson 	  	
Sep 11	 Tom Richardson 		
Sep 13	 Susan Walker 	  	
Sep 16	 ValerieLyons 	 	
Sep 23	 John Weiler 	  	
Sep 29	 Pat Tourney 	  	
Sep 30	 Paul Vadovski 	

 FROM THE EDITOR
Deadline for the Oct. 2013 Issue  
is Monday, September 23rd.

Send to Sherry at: newsletter@gmskiclub.org

Help build the club & help yourself at the same time! 
Simply recruit three new members and get a one year 

membership for free. Just have the new members 
designate you as the referring member on their 

membership form when they sign-up. EASY!

Graphic Design
www.malibucreative.com 

sherry@malibucreative.com

logos
brochures
websites
& more!

logos
brochures
websites
& more!



As I am sitting here on the deck on this beautiful Sunday afternoon, I can’t help to 
ponder on the thought of how wonderful the latest event of the GM Ski Club was, the 
Annual Picnic held on Saturday, August 17th. We had 65 plus attendees for this event. 

I especially thank Darrell for his steadfast effort to organize and produce such a 
memorable annual picnic in recent history. Jan, his right hand woman, was there 
to help set up the pavilion tables and games. There were the magnificent picnic 
committee volunteers, Kay, Sharon, Dennis, Tom, Stan and Bernie’s game provisions. 

Our caterer, Big River BBQ of St. Clair, Michigan, showed up right on schedule to provide those  
delectable delights. Plenty of food was provided for everyone, even the late comers. A few had to take a 
nap on the lounge chair relishing those taste-bud favorites. 

A dog show was provided by Doug Levy and his best friend, Yates. Frisbees were tossed at a fever pitch 
with his dog catching them in acrobatic fashion, wearing a patriotic outfit. Great show Doug and Yates! 

The games were over the top with the wacky foot race, butt-head ball toss, bean bag toss, tug of 
war with 20 participants, frisbee toss, water balloon toss and the volleyball tournament. Prizes were 
abounding with the help of Sharon and Kay. 

This is an example of the continued effort to give you the best value possible for your membership.  
I hope you will continue to frequent our events and trips coming up soon. 

– Dave Norkus, President GM Ski Club

President’s Message

Summer Fun - Outdoor Meetings at the Park
Our Sept 12 Theme is Jazz, Blues & Boogie!

River Woods Park - 300 N Squirrel Rd, Auburn Hills  
Time: 6pm, Cost: $4 Members, $6 Non-Members 

(All in attendance must pay fee to cover club costs.) 
Includes grilled chicken, hotdogs, beverages & smores.

Contacts: Barb, 248-217-0866, bjp21@wowway.com or  
Jan, 734-645-7964, jan_burrows55@hotmail.com

GM Drive Event - August Meeting



Sunday, Sept 15 • 1pm 
Sunday, Oct 6 • 1pm
800 Olde Towne Rd, Rochester. Meet at the 
Rochester Hills Public Library. All levels welcome. 
We will eat at Limelight Pub afterwards.

Contact: Stan Sawicki, 586-808-3406

GMSC Bike Rides

 Golfing at the  
 Boulder Point

Sunday, Sept 8 • 1pm
One Champions Circle, Oxford  

Meet at Golf Course for nine holes.  
Cost: $20 including cart. 

Contact: Stan Sawicki, 586-808-3406 
or ssawicki@comcast.net.

 Horseback Riding 
Sunday, Sept 29 • 11am
Maybury Riding Stable  
20303 Beck Rd, Northville, 248-347-1088.  
Cost: $40 (cash, charge/debit).

Join us for a guided trail ride in the woods. Please 
download  the release at mayburyridingstable.com 
and bring with you. We’ll gather at a restaurant 
afterwards TBD by the group.
Contact: Carol, carolbarrel1@yahoo.com

GMSC /  Sailing Singles

Annual  
Corn  
Roast

Saturday, September 7 
Arrive: 3:00pm • Dinner: 5:30pm

JoAnn Mok’s Home: 53870 Fairchild Rd, Macomb

Cost: $12 Members • $15 Non-Members

Dinner Includes: Freshly picked and roasted 
corn, pulled pork, side dishes & dessert.  
Plates, flatware & condiments provided.

Bring Your Own: Beverages, Snacks & Chair.
You Must RSVP!

Must pay in advance. Make checks payable 
to “Sailing Singles” and mail to: Ann Enghardt, 

35403 Cathedral St., Sterling Heights, MI 48312.
Contact: Ann Enghardt 586-268-2027.

Square Dance  
& Dinner

Saturday, September 21 
7pm Dinner • 8pm Dancing 
$20 per person • $10 non-dancer

The Pfannes Barn – 5080 19 Mile  
(between Mound & Ryan), Sterling Heights

The STAR’s annual square dance is coming!  
Jim Tait will be the caller and beginners are 

welcome. This is not an event of skill, it’s a night 
of fun. Square dance attire is optional.

Includes: Dinner, Beer, Wine, Limited 
Liquor, Pop, and Munchies. 

Bring: A lawn chair for picnic dinner and 
afterglow: pinball, pool, bonfire (weather permitting)

RSVP to Tim or Jan Pfannes at 586-726-0033. 
Your payment will confirm your reservation.

Make checks payable to: “STAR Social Club”  
and mail to: The Pfannes’, 5080 19 Mile,  

Sterling Heights, MI 48314

Sunday, September 22 • 10am
We will meet at the entrance to the gate at 10am. 
If you cannot make it by that time someone from 
GMSC will be at the Guinness Pub at Noon, 2pm 
and 4pm. At 4pm we’ll decide when to leave and 
go to the Bottom’s Up Bar for dinner (14007 Dixie 
Hwy, Holly, bottomsupfoodandspirits.com).

Cost: Your ticket & tab - Adult ticket $17.95. 
Discounts available at Kroger, Walgreens or online 
at www.ticketfly.com

Contact: Jeff Rollins TEAMROL@aol.com



 Activities

CORNER
– Darrell Ahlberg,  
Activities Chair

Activities Planning Night Is Approaching! 
What is an Activities Planning Night you ask? 
For the past three years, I’ve hosted a very 
special night at my house. All those with an 
idea for an activity, or just simply a desire 
to provide input into GM Ski Club activities 
planning, are invited to brainstorm next year’s 
activities. This year’s meeting will be held at 
my house Wednesday, October 16. If you have 
an idea or just a thought, about what you’d 
like to see on the calendar, your input will be 
extremely valuable. Details to follow. For now, 
just mark your calendar and plan to be a part 
of this very unique event.

Calendar Event Changes 
New: �Sat 9/21 Square Dance 

Sun 9/22 Renaissance Festival 
Sun 10/6 Bike Ride 
Wed 10/16 Activity Planning Night 
Wknd 10/25 - 10/27 Bald Mountain 
Fri 11/1 - Painting with a Twist

Changed: 
Thu 9/19 P&G Duelling Pianos (date change) 
Sun 9/29 Horseback Riding (date change) 
Fri 10/18 ROM Dakota Inn (date change)

Oct 25-27 • 3pm Friday - 1pm Sunday
Let’s have a last fling of warm Fall nights, cold 
drinks, rock & roll music and your favorite games. 
There will be a bonfire and a canoe or two to paddle 
around the lake. Located on Tamarack Lake within 
the Bald Mt Recreation area, the bunkhouse-
style cabin is rustic, with no electricity (nor indoor 
plumbing), so bring flashlights, a lantern, sleeping 
bag and pillow. Also bring camp chair, camera, 
games, cards, laughter and good times. 

Cost is $25 per person for two nights, $20 for one night, $30 for non-members. This includes hotdogs 
Friday evening, sandwich lunch and stew/chili dinner on Saturday. Bring all your own beverages (& ice), 
snacks & “sides to share.” If you just want to stop by and enjoy our company, take a hike through the 
trails or have a sandwich, a $5 donation is requested. You must RSVP so we can plan accordingly. 

Make checks out to GM Ski Club and Mail to: Les Skrzycki 160 Manitou Lane 3B. Lake Orion, MI 48362 
For more information contact: Les Skrzycki, 248 238-0675, skiorsail9@gmail.com.

October Pub & Grub
“Big Band Night”

  Club 54 
Thursday 
Oct 3 • 6:30pm

37722 Van Dyke Ave. 
Sterling Heights 

Thursdays, guests can enjoy a Polish  
food menu in addition to traditional bar  
fare while they are entertained by an 18-piece 
orchestra. Cost: $5 Cover charge plus your tab. 

Contact: Dennis Dembiec, 248-318-1491

GMSC Indoor Meetings

Starting in October we will move our meeting 
indoors. We are currently looking for a new 
location. Keep an eye out on our website  

and in our emails for further details. 

For more information contact:  
Barb 248-217-0866 bjp21@wowway.com or  

Jan 734-645-7964 jan_burrows55@hotmail.com

Bald Mountain Indoor Camping Weekend

See our website gallery for more photos 
of our latest events!  gmskiclub.org



GM SKI & TRAVEL CLUB UPCOMING EVENTS
EVERY SUNDAY - Just show up! 
10:00am • BREAKFAST CLUB – Jimmy’s Coney Grill, 37246 Dequindre (at 16 Mile). 

One Wednesday a Month 
Grace Center of Hope • 4:30pm - Sep 25  /  Oct 23 / Nov 27 
35 E Huron St, Pontiac. Contact: Susan Walker, swneko@aol.com, 248-660-5329

FULL CALENDAR AVAILABLE AT WWW.GMSKICLUB.ORG

Fri, Sep 6 • ROM: Joe Bolgna - 2135 17 Mile, Sterling Hts, 6:30pm, Cost: Your tab.  
Contact: Kay Sheere, 586-939-9817, ktmc1014@wowway.com 

Sat, Sep 7 • Corn Roast - 53870 Fairchild, Macomb, Arrive: 3pm, Dinner: 5pm, Cost: $9.  
Must sign-up by Aug 15. Contact Joann Mok, 586-749-3540, jmok11@comcast.net

Sun, Sep 8 • Golfing At The Boulder Point - 1 Champions Circle, Oxford. Meet at Golf Course for 
nine holes. Time: 1pm, Cost: $20 includes cart. Contact: Stan, 586-808-3406, ssawicki@comcast.net

Thu, Sep 12 • GM Meeting: River Woods - 300 N Squirrel Rd, Auburn Hills, Jazz, Blues, & Boogie 
Theme, 6pm Cost: $4 Members, $6 Non-Members. Grilled chicken, hotdogs, beverages & smores!  
Contact Barb 248-217-0866 bjp21@wowway.com or Jan 734-645-7964 jan_burrows55@hotmail.com

Sep 13-15 • Stratford Festival - “Waiting for Godot,” $245 Members, $270 Non-Members,  
Includes B&B & theatre ticket. Contact: Sharon Rose, 586-899-6845, Rosesblooming@comcast.net 

Sun, Sep 15 • GM Bike Ride - 500 Olde Towne Rd, Rochester, Meet at the Rochester Hills Library. 
All levels welcome. We will eat afterwards. Time: 1:00pm. Contact: Stan, 586-808-3406

Thu, Sep 19 • P&G: 526 Main - Dueling Piano Bar, 526 Main St, Royal Oak, 5:30pm Meet & Greet, 
6:30pm Dinner, 7pm Entertainment, Cost: Your Tab. Contact: Dennis Dembiec, 248-318-1491

Sat, Sep 21 • Square Dance & Dinner - The Pfannes Barn – 5080 19 Mile, Sterling Heights. 7pm 
Dinner, 8pm Dancing, $20 per person, $10 non-dancer. RSVP to Tim or Jan Pfannes, 586-726-0033

Sun, Sep 22 • Renaissance Festival - Dixie Hwy, Holly. Meet at 10am. Cost: Your ticket & tab - 
$17.95, Discounts at Kroger, Walgreens or ticketfly.com, Contact: Jeff Rollins TEAMROL@aol.com

Sun, Sep 29 • Horseback Riding - Maybury Riding Stable, 20303 Beck Rd, Northville, 248-347-
1088. Time: 11am. Cost: $40. Please download  the release at mayburyridingstable.com and bring with 
you. We’ll gather at a restaurant afterwards TBD by group. Contact: Carol, carolbarrel1@yahoo.com

Thu, Oct 3 • P&G: Club 54 “Big Band Night” - 37722 Van Dyke Ave. Sterling Heights  
Time: 6:30pm, Cost: $5 Cover Charge Plus Your Tab. Contact: Dennis Dembiec, 248-318-1491

Sun, Oct 6 • GM Bike Ride - 500 Olde Towne Rd, Rochester, Meet at the Rochester Hills Library. All 
levels welcome. We will eat afterwards. Time: 1:00pm. Contact: Stan, 586-808-3406

Thu, Oct 10 • GM Meeting - New Location to be announced! Contact Barb 248-217-0866 bjp21@
wowway.com or Jan 734-645-7964 jan_burrows55@hotmail.com

Wed, Oct 16 • Activities Planning Night - Darrell’s Place, 40377 Kraft Dr., Sterling Heights 
Time: TBA. Contact: Darrell Ahlberg, dahlberg7@comcast.net, 586-899-8203 

Fri, Oct 18 • ROM: Dakota Inn, Rathskeller - 17324 John R (N. of McNichols), Detroit,  
Time: 6:30pm Cost: $30 Members, $35 Non-Members. Includes family-style dinner, tip & admission. 
Contact: Dennis Dembiec, 248-318-1491 

Fri-Sun, Oct 25-27 • Bald Mt Indoor Camping Weekend - Tamarack Lake cabin. Cost: $25 two 
nights, $20 one night, $30 Non-members. Contact: Les Skrzycki, 248 238-0675, skiorsail9@gmail.com.

Fri, Nov 1 • Painting With A Twist - 320 West 9 Mile Road, Ferndale, 6:30pm, Cost: $35.  
Contact: Jan 734-645-7964 jan_burrows55@hotmail.com 



Utah Ski Vacation: Park City / Deer Valley / Canyons
On sale at the September 12 General Meeting

March 1-8, 2014
Non-Members: $1305

• 7 Day Trip

• �5 Day Lift Tickets: 2 days Park City, 
2 days Deer Valley,  
1 day Canyons

• �2 Bedroom/2 Bath Condo  
Lodging (Park City)

• Non-Stop Delta Flight

• Transportation

Payments: $400 September,  
$400 October, $480 November

Make checks payable to: GM Ski Club.  
Mail to: Dave Norkus, 6514 Crest Dr.,  

Waterford, MI 48329

Contact: Dave, dnorkus@comcast.net

Only $1,280 
GMSC/MDSC Members

Painting With A Twist
Friday, November 1st 

6:30pm • $35
320 West 9 Mile Road, Ferndale

Paint, canvas, and brushes are 
provided, as is an experienced 
and enthusiastic local artist who 

can lead you step by step through the process of 
recreating the featured artwork. At the end of the 
evening, you’ll have a one-of-a-kind creation and 
a newfound talent you’ll want to explore. 

This is not your average art class, this is art enter-
tainment. The “twist” is you can bring your favorite 
bottle of wine or beverage to enjoy during the 
class. Limited to 20. Must sign up by Oct. 17. 

Cost: $35. Class starts at 7:00pm.  
(Our featured painting will be “MIDNIGHT BLUE.”) 

You Can Pay online at http://www.paint-
ingwithatwist.com/events/viewEvent.

aspx?eventID=145247  Password: “gmski”  
Or turn in a check to Jan Burrows payable to 

Painting With a Twist. 

Contact: Jan Burrows, 734-645-7964,  
jan_burrows55@hotmail.com 

Restaurant of the Month 
Dakota Inn, Rathskeller

Friday, October 18 • 6:30 pm 
$30 Member / $35 Non-Member

17324 John R , (N. of McNichols,) Detroit 
313-867-9722 (Phone for Directions Only)

Join us for a fun filled night of German  
food, beer & great entertainment by  

Tommy Schober & the  
Sound of Sorgenbrecher.

Family-Style Dinner Includes:  
Tossed salad with hot bacon dressing,  

breadsticks, knackwurst, bratwurst,  
schnitzel, German meatballs and potato 

salad, sauerkraut, red kraut, apple strudel, 
coffee, your tip & admission cost.

Reserve your spot asap! Limited spots will 
go fast. Sign-up Deadline is Monday, Oct 14. 

Make checks to “Gm Ski Club” and mail to: 
Dennis Dembiec, 4056 Brookfield Blvd.,  

Sterling Heights, 48310 

Contact: Dennis, dennis4179@gmail.com,  
248-318-1491



Huron River Day Trip
The August 3rd GMSC/Skiwi one day canoe 
paddle was a rousing success. In all 29 attendees 
rented 12 canoes and 5 kayaks. Even consider-
ing the great turnout, John Zalewski’s greatest 
accomplishment was arranging for near perfect 
weather. Under sunny skies and moderate temps, 
we did our usual route, a nearly two hour paddle 
upstream with a lunch stop at the bridge at the 
dam. We played in the water for an hour, and 
began the easier downstream trip back. Both 
directions included the half way stop and Proud 
Lake Recreation Area for refreshments and more 
playing in the water. Afterward, several people 
had dinner at the Milford House in downtown 
Milford. Once again, great job, John!



GMSC Camp & Canoe Trip - Old Log Resort
The weekend of August 9th we headed up to the 
Muskegon river. We arrived to great music, which 
continued throughout the weekend. If you weren’t 
there, you missed a super weekend!! The weather 
was great; warm days, cool nights & no rain. The 
river was beautiful, serene, and very relaxing. The 
food was plentiful and good! The conversation 
and antics around the campfires were fun and at 
times lively. The whole group seemed to blend 
well and many were willing to help whenever 
needed, making things easier for Judy & I.  
Thanks to all who attended and we’ll see what 
next year brings. 

– Ken & Judy



With near perfect weather and an attendance of 70 
(60 adults, 10 children), it was a day with something 
for everyone. Kids and adults played games side by 
side throughout the day. 

An event of this magnitude requires the effort of many 
individuals, each contributing a vital part of the event 
as a whole. I would like to mention those who helped:
Kay Sheer – Taking care of all administrative duties 
including collecting the money and keeping track of 
attendees. Kay also brought the munchies, dip, and 
salsa and helped with the shopping for and planning 
of the prizes.
Sharon Rose – Planning children’s games, shopping 
for prizes, planning the awards for each game, 
awarding all the prizes, planning children’s games 
and making sure the kids of all ages went home with 
smiles on their faces.
Jan Burrows – For running the frisbee competition, 
and sticking by my side and helping me with nearly all 
aspects of coordinating the picnic.
Tom Scott – For acting as official picnic photogra-
pher, for purchasing and filling the water balloons and 
running the water balloon toss.
Dennis Dembiec – For running the wacky relay. 
Dennis was also busy for the past two months 
promoting this event among other clubs and groups. 
His efforts resulted in several visitors and their kids, 
with one joining as a new member.
Bernie Stevens – Contributing many of the games 
as well as the loud speaker which were vital for a 
successful day. For those who don’t know, Bernie is 
a professional party planner, and I would encourage 
anyone to consult with him in planning your next party.
Doug Levy – Providing Disc Dog entertainment and 

the portable generator needed to keep the music and 
loud speaker playing.
Yates – The wonder dog who caught all the frisbees.
Dave Norkus – Running the Bean Bag toss
Barb Phillips – Running Butt-Head game.
Don Phillips – Providing ladder golf and other games.
Stan Sawicki – Procured the use of the pavilion and 
ran the Tug of War.
Les Skrzycki – Running Volley Ball

I’d also like to thank Big River BBQ, who travelled 
from St. Clair Michigan to provide the GM Ski Club 
with a great value in catering the picnic.

And lastly, a huge thanks to everyone who attended, 
participated in the games, and made this a great day 
for everyone. For those who couldn’t make it, you’ll be 
able to catch up on all the fun with a slideshow at our 
first indoor meeting this October. Also see many more 
photos on our website gallery: gmskiclub.org

So now that the bar has been set, let’s make next 
year’s picnic even better. Cheers!

– Darrell Ahlberg

Family FunFest Recap: Games, Prizes, Family & Fun



Family FunFest Picnic



P&G: Club 54 “Big Band Night” 
Thursday, October 3 • 6:30pm

ROM: Dakota Inn, Rathskeller 
Friday, October 18 • 6:30pm

Bald Mountain Indoor Camping Trip 
Fri-Sun, October 25-27

GMSC Utah Ski Vacation 
Park City/Deer Valley/Canyons 

March 1-8, 2014

Coming Attractions!

www.gmskiclub.org
Member of the Metropolitan Detroit Ski Council 

www.mdscski.org
Supporting Member of the US Ski & Snowboard Hall of Fame

General Meetings
2nd Thursday of every month

River Woods Park • 6:00pm
300 N Squirrel Rd, Auburn Hills 

Cost: $4 Members, $6 Non-Members 
Includes chicken, hotdogs, beverages & smores.

Sept 12: 
Jazz, Blues 
& Boogie

Lake Orion Pontoon Boat

Family FunFest Picnic
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