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1476 W. Maple Rd. (Just West of Crooks) Troy, 48084. 
 

Promote the sport of skiing and dress in new or vintage ski attire!  
This month’s theme is “Ski Bums.” 

 

6:30 p.m.  No admission charge. 
 
 
 
 

Pub & Grub night 

 
Friday January15 

 

645 E. Big Beaver Rd., Troy 
(west of Rochester Road) 

 
$3 buys a magnificent Margarita. 

Burgers, green stuff, soup & sandwiches. 
Come to eat and enjoy great company! 

Contact Debbie: 248-689-7167 or email, Sunsetcar@aol.com
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Treasurer’s 
Report: 

$4363 39

 
Alan Toomey 
Treasurer 

To join: Please send completed application above 
along with check (payable to “GM Ski Club”) to: 

GM Ski and Travel Club 
40377 Kraft Dr. 
Sterling Heights, MI 48310 
Or bring the completed application with you to our General 

Meeting. Membership runs Oct. through Sept.  Mail changes of 
address to the above. 
 You don’t have to work for General Motors to belong to 
the GM Ski and Travel Club!  

GM SKI and TRAVEL CLUB MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
 

Name: _____________________                                                  ___    
 
Address:________________________________________________
 
City:_________________________ Zip:_______________________
 
Phone: (day)___________________(Evening)__________________
 
Date of Birth ____________________________________________ 
 
Email address ___________________________________________    

New Membership-$30  Renewal-$25   
Married Couple-$40 

 

In consideration for me being able to join the GM Ski and Travel Club, I 
agree to abide by the GM SKI and TRAVEL Club’s by-Laws and 
constitution. 
Membership runs October 1 through September 30. 
 
Signature:___________________Date:  

 

How did you hear about the GM Ski and Travel  Club? 
 Friend  Newspaper   Racing  Event (list)    

Skiing Interest:  Skiing Ability:    I’d like to help: 
 Downhill     Beginner      Ski Trips 
 Racing     Intermediate     Publicity 
 X-country     Advanced      Meetings 
 Snowboard           Activities 

   Other (list) 
       

�  Referral: I am a new member and was referred to the GM Ski and 
Travel Club by: 
Referring Members Name:      

 
Payment made by: � Cash � Check Check #   
I like the club so much I wish to make an additional contribution of $____ 

GM Ski  and  Travel  Club Board of  Di rectors  

President: Les Skrzycki 248-
693-1794 
Vice President: Brian De Leo  
248-626-6192 
Treasurer: Alan Toomey 
248-391-5180 
Secretary: Darrell Ahlberg, 586-
899-8203 
Activities: Brian De Leo 
248-626-6192 
Hospitality: Greg Ronan 586-
219-7669 
Membership: Darrell Ahlberg, 
586-899-8203 

MDSC Rep: Debbie Cooke 
248-689-7167 
Newsletter: Michael Bourke 
586-776-7685 
Publicity: (Position is open) 
 
Ski Trips: Dave Duvali  
586-754-8151 
Webmaster: Kathy O’Driscoll 
248-666-9057.  

The board meets once a month, the week after the General Meeting 

January Birthdays
Elena Bankowski    4 
John Hudak      5 
Richard Leidheiser    5 
Isabella Muscott  13 

Editor’s Notes 
 Submissions to this newsletter will be accepted in any visual, but not oral, 
form.  Electronic transmissions are preferred. 

The deadline is 5:00 p.m. sharp on the 20th of the preceding month. 
 

Michael Bourke   16724 Collinson   Eastpointe, MI 48021 
Home:  586-776-7685   E-mail: gmskiclub@yahoo.com

mailto:excelsiormb@netzero.net


May 21 - May 23 
Zip Lining and Hocking Hills 

Early Signup Is Key--Details at the General Meeting 
 

Details are still being formulated regarding the Hocking Hills trip.  We are working hard to ensure our membership has 
first crack at this trip.  Although pricing and other particulars are still being worked out, we can supply this much 
information: 

• We will be staying at the Tara Lodge.  You can find out more about this place at the following website:  
http://www.hockinghills.com/taralodge/ 

• We can accommodate up to 20 people. 
• When the prices are established, you will have the choice of going with or without zip-lining.  Some may prefer to 

simply join the party and spend their time checking out this little corner of paradise.  Included in the lodging will be 
o Continental Breakfast 
o Fixings for packed lunch 

• On Saturday night, we expect to have a pot-luck dinner and lodge party. 
• All the particulars will be presented at the January 14 General Meeting. 
• After February 1st. this trip will be made available to non-members (at a $15 premium). 
• We expect this trip to fill up fast.  If you think this trip will interest you, please take advantage of this early 

notification and book early. 
Please feel free to contact me anytime with any questions. 

Thanks, Darrell Ahlberg 
Dahlberg7@comcast.net

586-899-8203 

 

Hocking Hills--What Is It and Where Can I Find Information 
With all the excitement being generated by the upcoming Hocking Hills excursion many are saying, hey, I've never 

heard of this so-called "paradise on earth".  Where can I learn more about it.  Fortunately information on the Web is 
abundant.  All you have to do is a Google Search on "Hocking Hills" and you'll be presented with a wealth of links and 
information.  But to skinny it down just a bit, I recommend the following sites: 

• http://www.hockinghills.com/parks.html   To learn about the key State Parks in the area and their infamous land 
formations. 

• http://www.1800hocking.com/    for free guide - takes about a week to receive but most of the info is regarding 
lodging rather than actual activities. 

This will get you started in terms of learning what to expect to see in the area. 

http://www.hockinghills.com/taralodge/
mailto:Dahlberg7@comcast.net
http://www.hockinghills.com/parks.html
http://www.1800hocking.com/


 

Membership Growth  
And The Ultimate Value 

 
For 2008-2009 membership year, the GM Ski Club saw a 

remarkable explosion in membership growth.  By the time the year 
was out, we added over 50 new members.  This is an astounding 
statistic especially in light of the fact in this economy; it is hard for 
other area clubs to sustain healthy growth.  But thanks to you for all 
your input, your hard work and your enthusiasm, the we continue to 
prosper against the odds. 

 
As we enter the 2009-2010 membership year, we are happy to 

report our growth shows no signs of slowing down.  Since the start of 
the year, we've added 27 new members   

 
There are many ways new members are attracted to the club. 

There is the internet; there is the MDSC, the tri-folds being left at area 
restaurants and sport shops.  But far and away the most important 
source of new membership is from you, our existing membership. 
We're gratified that, as members you find enough value in the club to 
tell your friends about it.  As an expression of the club's appreciation 
to you, our policy is to award you a year of free membership for 
every three new members you recruit.   

 
Last year, we've had one Ultimate Value award winner. 

Connie Casey 
 

Congratulations Connie. As we enter the New Year, we find there 
are 10 members who have recommended the club to friends or family.

 
Janet Blair 
Robert Dennis 
Connie Casey 
Marie Weiner 
Janet Kangas 
Linda Rakocy 
Mike Malon 
Steven Aicangeli 
David Roger 
Tom Scott 
 

Each of these has recommended one person and has only two to 
go.  How about you?  We would dearly love to award you an Ultimate 
Value Award before the year is out.  If you know of someone looking 
for great activities and socialization, why not let them know about your 
club and invite them to any of our meetings and socials? 
 

Think of it.  You have an opportunity to turn a friend or loved one 
on to a great value and in turn receive that value yourself, free of 
charge.  Now that, my friends, is the "Ultimate Value." 
 

Once again, on behalf of all the GM Ski Club members and board, 
welcome to the club. 

 
Darrell Ahlberg

Membership Chairman
 

2009-2010 New Members 
New Member Referred By 

Doug Bailiff Janet Blair 
Bob Barron  
Janet Blair  
Danny Boyd  
Robert Dugan Robert Dennis 
Karen Halik Connie Casey 
Richard Hayes  
Ray Jones Marie Weiner 
Janet Kangas  
Norm Kangas Janet Kangas 
George Kelly  
Mark Kiesow  
Richard Leidheiser Linda Rakocy 
David Littleton Mike Malon 
Michael Malon  
Diana Mente  
David Roger  
Christine Rollins  
Jeff Rollins  
Scott Schovon Steven Aicangeli 
Alan Sleeman  
Hugh Thomas David Roger 
Pat Tourney  
August Wajda  
Marie Weiner  
Susan Woelke  
Barbara Worley Tom Scott 

 
Please notify me if you see any errors in the 
"Referral" column. 
 



Theater Outing—Saturday February 6 
Members Value Price Only $10.00 

 
Regular price for this outing is $18.00.  But the club is putting your membership dues to work by subsidizing $8.00 of your cost as 

members of the club.   
This event will be limited to the first 40 people, members and non-members, who send in their 

money.   
It is being offered to the membership first.  After this special intro it will be offered to non-members at 

the regular $18.00 rate. 
 
If necessity is the mother of invention, then these unemployed steelworkers from Buffalo, New 

York, are well on their way to making “ends” meet. When these cash-hungry guys see how much 
their wives enjoy watching male strippers at a girls’ night out, they decide to grin-and-bare-it 
themselves at a local club. This toe-tapping salute to men and the lengths they will go to win back 
their dignity will have the audience screaming with laughter. Are you willing to go The Full 
Monty?  

 
Mark your calendars now and plan on joining us Saturday, February 6, for our theater outing to see The 

Full Monty. 
For those interested, we’ll meet for dinner before hand at the Sangria Restaurant which is just two 

blocks from the theater.   
If you are interested, contact Darrell Ahlberg as soon as possible to get your spot assured.  

Dahlberg7@comcast.net.  (586-899-8203). 
 
 

 
For the third consecutive year, in what has become a spring 

tradition, you are cordially invited to a very special wine tasting 
event on the evening of March 20, 2010. This will be a self-run 
event. We would ask everyone to bring a bottle of wine which you 
think is an interesting brand/flavor/vintage to share with other 
people. When your turn comes, you can tell the group a little about 
it; and we'll uncork it and pass it around.  

ras.  

The club will be providing a cheese/cracker/fruit platter as well 
as miscellaneous sundry items, party favors, and pizza. The cost is $5.00 for members and $10.00 for non-members. 
Also, if you would like to bring a dish to share, it would be much appreciated. All money collected will be used to pay for 
party ext

Mingling opportunities: In addition to a great opportunity to learn about and enjoy great company and great 
conversation, while learning about great wines, wine-tasting parties are also great mingling opportunities for making new 
friends.  

If you are interested, please mail a check payable to the GM Ski Club to the address below.  
Please let me know as soon as possible if you are interested. I'd like to know:  

What:   Wine Tasting Party  
Where:   Darrell Ahlberg's house, 40377 Kraft Dr.,Sterling Heights, MI 48310  

Let me know if you need directions.  
When:   Saturday March 20. 7:00 - ???  
Why:   Good times, good friends, and good wine.  
How:   You make it a good party.  
Cost:   $5.00—GM Ski Club Members, $10.00—non-members  

Bottle of wine which offers something special you'd like to share with the group.  
Contact: Darrell Ahlberg.  Dahlberg7@comcast.net  (586)899-8203 

I think this will be a great time and I hope you will be able to make it.  
Darrell Ahlberg 

 

mailto:Dahlberg7@comcast.net
mailto:Dahlberg7@comcast.net
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Ski Breckenridge, Keystone, et al. 
  

        
 
Pictured above is Breckenridge, your base of operations for skiing at A-basin, 
Beaver Creek, Keystone, Vail and of course, Breckenridge, if you join our 
distinguished group of fun loving, adventuresome GM Ski Club skiers during the week 
of Jan. 30, 2010 to Feb. 06, 2010.  Here’s your chance to explore up to five 
exciting, world-renowned ski resorts—all available on a single lift pass from a town 
with great dining, shopping and nightlife.  
   
The trip includes: 
 
Round trip air to Denver on Southwest Airlines – NO LUGGAGE FEES 
Jan. 30 – depart Detroit 8:10AM, arrive Denver 12:45 PM 
Feb.06 – depart Denver 2:35PM, arrive Detroit 8:00PM 
  
Ground transportation to and from Breckenridge, 
  
Two to a room, ski in / ski out, 2 blocks to Main Street lodging at the classy Great 
Divide Lodge,  
  
Five day, five area lift ticket.  
 
Cost: $1,230.00 for GM members or MDSC affiliated club members and $1,280.00 
for those with no MDSC club membership.  $130.00 due at sign-up.  Subsequent 
payment schedule to follow. 
 
Contact Dave Duvali at (586) 754-8151 or via E-mail at daveduvali@wowway.com for 
more info. 
Mailing address: 27216 Dover, Warren MI 48088 

mailto:daveduvali@wowway.com


 

Not a lot of points…but a lot 
of fun. 

One handed… 

                     …two handed… 

Just when you think you’ve settled 
in for a nice, cozy soak in the tub…

              …the whole gang shows up! 
                             …and cross handed 



Looks like Santa is the one getting all the presents this year 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Redford Christmas Classic 
From Tiny Tim's Home to Yours 

Merry Christmas Everyone 
 

The 2009 Redford Christmas Classic Outing was another great success this year, beginning with our traditional visit to Steve's Family 
Diner.  You've heard the saying, it’s not the quantity that counts, it’s the quality.  Well, Steve gives us the best of both worlds.  Every year, 
Steve seems to work just a little bit harder to make our outing memorable.  After starting everyone out with a choice of soup or salad, they 
served up a plateful of Polish Golumpki (stuffed cabbage), city chicken, Polish sausage, some kraut and pierogi.  This would have been a 
meal in itself.  But they didn’t stop there.  They then proceeded to bring out ample portions of lasagna, and fried chicken.  There was enough 
left over that everyone went home with a sizable portion for future meals. 

Dinner and Theater 
Attendees 

Jan Burrows 
Marie Weiner 
Ray Jones 
Kathy O’Driscoll 
Dave Norkus 
Dale Goolsby 
Suzanne Vivian 
Chris Johnson 
Cheryl Klee 

 
The visit to the Redford was as special as it always is.  This magnificently restored movie house complete with pipe 

organ, was a joy to mill around.  They had the Dickens Village and moving train set up at the stage.  The showing of two 
pre-movie shorts, “Christmas Comes But Once A Year (1936),” and “Rudolf The Red Nosed Reindeer (1948),” evoked 
all the nostalgia you’d expect them too.  The feature presentation of the 1938 classic “A Christmas Carol” was great and 
brought a standing ovation at the end when Scrooge had mended his selfish ways and Tiny Tim closed it out with his 
classic “Merry Christmas everyone.” 
 

We had 20 meet for dinner, which is a good crowd anytime.  But the real story is in the 
number of people who showed up for the movie and the afterglow at McVees in Southfield.  I 
didn’t get a count of how many people showed up for the movie, but I can say it appeared to be 

a big block party in that everyone appeared to know everyone.  The big surprise was at intermission, our group 
members, Jenny Dietrich and Anna were chosen to select the raffle entry winners. 

Harold Klee 
Elaine Garvin 
Ken Colden 
Diana Mente 
Darrell Ahlberg 
Dave Duvali 
Matt Casey 
Les  Skrzycki 
Hugheen Timms 
Jim Steigleman 

 
The enormous turnout at McVees for the afterglow caught everyone by surprise.  We had reservations for 30 

people and they had a long table set up waiting for us when we arrived.  But we surprised them with a turnout of over 50 people.  Somehow 
the staff at McVees pulled it all together and provided prompt and enthusiastic service.  It was a very festive evening that lasted past 1:30 
a.m.   
 

We'll be looking forward to doing it again next year.  If you missed it, I hope to see you next time. 
Darrell Ahlberg. 

 



 
GM Ski Club Cross Country Ski and Snowshoe.  Lake Ann, MI.  Feb 19 - 21, 2010 

 

Calling All Cross Country Skiers and Snowshoers 
 

You don't want to miss this classic trip to the Traverse City area.  We'll be staying at the Sleeping 
Bear Resort Lodges.  
  
Limited to the first 24 signups. This trip is selling out fast.  Please do not 
hesitate if you're thinking about it. 
  
Accommodations at the Bear's Den Lodge at the Sleeping Bear Resort. 

• Two Houses, Eleven bedrooms , Five full baths  
• Each house features Living Room, Full Kitchen, Dining Room, 

Rec Room 
 
Plenty of area trails for cross-country ski and snow shoe 

• The "venerable" Vasa trail within 20 minutes.  
• Lake Ann Pathway right outside the house  
• Many other area ski opportunities  
• Downhill resorts nearby within 30 minutes:  Crystal Mountain  

 
Coincides with the Annual Lake Ann Winterfest 

• Something in the village for those who don't do the all day ski thing  
• Games, exhibitions, food, beer, and more 

 
Cost:  $60 GMSC members ($70 non-members) includes 

• Two nights lodging 
• Two continental breakfasts 
• Two pack your own lunches. 

 
Contact: Darrell Ahlberg. 
 Dahlberg7@comast.net
 586-899-8203 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:Dahlberg7@comast.net


Calendar of Events  
Every Sun.       Our “Breakfast Club” starts at 10:00 a.m. at Anton’s Island Grill, Big Beaver Rd. (16 Mile Rd.) and Dequindre, 
NW corner. Phone: 248-619-0016. Just show up, and we’ll make room for you. No RSVP needed. 
Every Sun.     Walleyball Time! Work off that Sunday breakfast and join us at Warren Racquet and Fitness Club, one block 
east of Van Dyke at 12 ½ Mile Rd.  12.30 p.m. Everybody is invited, we play for kicks! Contact Michael: 586-776-7685 

JANUARY 
14 Thurs.  General Meeting—Shield’s Pizza Restaurant, 1476 W. Maple Rd. (west of Crooks) Troy, 48084.  

6:30 p.m.  Promote the sport of skiing and dress in new or vintage ski attire! This month’s theme is 
“Ski Bums.” 

15 Fri. Pub & Grub night at Big Beaver Tavern, 645 E. Big Beaver Rd., Troy, where $3 buys a magnificent 
Margarita. Burgers, green stuff, soup & sandwiches.  Come to eat and enjoy great company!  Contact 
Debbie: 248-689-7167 or email, Sunsetcar@aol.com   

19 Tue. Board Meeting at Darrell’s house, 6:30 p.m. Contact Darrell: 586-899-8203. 
20 Wed. Don Thomas Sporthaus’s Night School – “All you need to know for your trip out West” will be a 

handy and insightful evening to help you prepare for any ski trip. Door prizes, complimentary snacks 
& beverages.  7:00 p.m.  690 S. Old Woodward, Birmingham. 

27 Wed. Restaurant of the Month is Rib City where they boast their famous mouth-
watering ribs! Enjoy a beer with your dinner for only 50 cents. 1686 John R in 
Troy. Contact Debbie: 248-689-7167 or email, Sunsetcar@aol.com   

1/30 - 2/06 Colorado Ski Trip – Vail, Breckenridge, Keystone, and Beaver Creek is skiing at its 
best! … Only $1,230 for GMSC /MDSC affiliated club members, $1,280 for 
others.  See enclosed flyer for more details or contact Dave: 586-754-8151, 
email, daveduvali@wowway.com 

FEBRUARY 
6 Sat. Baldwin Theater – Stagecrafters present the comedy play “The Full Monty.”  Based on the movie 

about a group of unemployed steel workers in Buffalo, this performance delivers a ton of laughs 
about their decision to shed their clothes for fun and profit. Dinner and a play with the GMSC is 
your evening’s delight! Contact Darrell: 586-899-8203, email: dahlberg7@comcast.net

9 Tue. Pub & Grub night at Bailey’s Sports Grille, 1965 W. Maple Rd. in Troy. Take your choice of 36 draft 
beers.  Contact Debbie: 248-689-7167 or email, Sunsetcar@aol.com * 

11 Thurs. General Meeting – Shield’s Pizza Restaurant, 1476 W. Maple Rd. (Just West of Crooks) Troy, 
48084. Club commemorates Valentine’s Day!  Dress as a cupid, or yourself, and be loved by all. 

16 Tue. Board Meeting at Darrell’s place, 6:30 p.m. Contact Darrell: 586-899-8203 
19-21 WKND Lake Anne Winterfest Weekend … Cross-country skiing, snowshoeing, playing in the snow, and 

browsing through the town, will set the stage for your enjoyment. Downhill skiing is also nearby.  
Located near Traverse City, an early sell-out is expected!  See this newsletter for more details. 
Contact Darrell: 586-899-8203  

MARCH 
11 Thurs. General Meeting – Shield’s Pizza Restaurant, 1476 W. Maple Rd. (Just West of Crooks) Troy, 

48084.  
20 Sat. Wine-Tasting Party, GMSC Style! – This is a unique and creative way to meet new folks and share 

your favorite wines. Always popular and always fun!  Members $5 and a bottle of wine, guests $10 
and a bottle of wine. A dish to pass is greatly appreciated. See enclosed flyer for details. 

ON THE HORIZON 
Think snow! ... Get ready! Our “Meet ‘n’ Ski” nights are soon upon us and February will see our way to the 
Winterfest Weekend at Lake Anne … And for something different; plans are underway for ZIPLINING in May 
where you too can fly like an eagle!  
Watch your email for our up-to-the-minute E-Newsletter for last minute events and activities 

 Please RSVP two days in advance 

mailto:Sunsetcar@aol.com
mailto:Sunsetcar@aol.com
mailto:dahlberg7@comcast.net
mailto:Sunsetcar@aol.com


 
 

                  “A ski and travel club… 
                     and a whole lot more” 

SKI and TRAVEL  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Deadline 
The deadline for articles or pictures submitted for 
inclusion in this newsletter is 5 p.m. sharp on the 

20th of the preceding month. 
 

Late submissions will be held for the following issue or discarded. 

GM SKI and TRAVEL CLUB 
Website: 

www.gmskiclub.org
(recent photos, upcoming events, membership 

applications, bylaws, forms, and fun music) 
 

MDSC Website: www.mdscski.org

Every Sun.       Our “Breakfast Club” starts at 10:00 a.m. 
at Anton’s Island Grill, 16 Mile Rd. and Dequindre,  
Every Sun.     Walleyball at Warren Racquet and Fitness, 
one block east of Van Dyke at 12 ½ Mile Rd.  12.30 p.m. 
14 Thurs.  General Meeting — Shield’s Pizza 
Restaurant, 1476 W. Maple Rd. (west of Crooks) Troy, 
48084.  6:30 p.m. This month’s theme is “Ski Bums.” 
15 Fri.  Pub & Grub night at Big Beaver Tavern, 
645 E. Big Beaver Rd., Troy,  
20 Wed.  Don Thomas Sporthaus’s Night School –
7:00 p.m.  690 S. Old Woodward, Birmingham. 
27 Wed.  Restaurant of the Month: Rib City 1686 
John R in Troy.  
1/30 - 2/06 Our week-long Colorado Ski Trip – Vail, 
Breckenridge, Keystone, and Beaver Creek!  

January at a glance 
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http://www.gmskiclub.org/
http://www.mdscski.org/
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