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November at a glance
Every Sun. Breakfast Club 10 a.m. at Anton’s Island
Grill, 16 Mile and Dequindre.
Every Sun. Wallyball at 12:30 at Warren Racquet Club
7 Fri.
Restaurant of the Month –
Polonia’s Restaurant, 2934 Yemans,
Hamtramck, MI Cocktails at 6:30, dinner at
7:00 p.m. See flyer for more details.
13 Thurs.
General Meeting - 17th Street Bar & Grill,
3905 17 Mile Rd. in Sterling Heights, MI
48310. Meet at 7:00 p.m., announcements
at 8:00 p.m.
18 Tue.
Board Meeting – 17th Street Bar & Grill,
7:00 p.m., Contact: Darrell, 586-899-8203
27 Thurs.
HAPPY THANKSGIVING!
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“A ski and travel club…
and a whole lot more”

WEBSITE: www.gmskiclub.org

GM SKI and TRAVEL CLUB
Website:

www.gmskiclub.org

NOVEMBER 2008
GM CLUB: FOUNDED 1957

VOLUME LII, ISSUE XI

OUR GENERAL MEETING IS AT

17th Street Bar & Grill,
3905 17 Mile Rd.
just west of Ryan Road

(recent photos, upcoming events, membership
applications, bylaws, forms, and fun music)

MDSC Website: www.mdscski.org

Deadline
The deadline for articles or pictures submitted for
inclusion in this newsletter is 5 p.m. sharp on the
20th of the preceding month.

NEWSLETTER

•

Late submissions will be held for the following issue or discarded.

•
•

Meeting theme: HUNTING!
(for ducks, for deer, for wascally wabbits, for a soul mate,
anything goes)
Dress up in costume, and we’ll buy you your first beer!
Bring your friends!

Thursday, November 13, 7:00 p.m.

Dinner of the Month November 7 at

P O L O N I A S’ of Hamtramck
A Polish restaurant in the heart of “Little Poland”
2934 Yemans St., Hamtramck, MI 48212
313.505.3757
(see flyer inside)

Annual Holiday Movie:
Saturday, December 6.
Redford Theater, Detroit, Michigan.
Mark your Calendars and plan on this very special holiday event.
Last year we had an incredible turnout of 55 people for dinner at Steve's
Polish Restaurant in Livonia, followed with the screening of "It's a Wonderful Life". Our crowd was so large, Steve's set
aside a room special for our group.
This year, we'll be going to see the Christmas Classic, "Miracle On 24th Street" on the big screen the way it was
meant to be seen. We surely hope you'll join us this year and help to make it even more splendid than last year. Of
course, we'll be meeting beforehand at a yet-to-be-determined restaurant near the theater. We welcome your input into
the choice of restaurant.
For those who've never been to the Redford Theater, it is run by the all-volunteer Motor City Organ Society who's
existence is to restore and preserve one of the few remaining movie houses in the country. The Redford's is a rare vintage
cinematic treasure who's showpiece is the incredible sound of one of the few surviving pipe organs from days gone by.
Before the movie, we'll be treated to a half hour concert. This is something you've gotta see to appreciate. More
information about the Redford can be found at http://theatreorgans.com/mi/redford/
The normal admission price is only $4.00 per person. But to help create awareness of this magnificent facility, to
support the efforts of the Motor City Organ Society and to encourage GM Ski Club members to come along, the club will
purchase the ticket for members. That's right, as a GM Ski Club member, your admission will be free.
Based on last year's incredible turnout, this will surely be a special evening you won't want to miss.
For more info, contact Darrell Ahlberg at (586-899-8203) or e-mail dahlberg7@comcast.net
Darrell Ahlberg

Free Membership
The Ultimate
in Value
Notice elsewhere in this
newsletter, that we have a
substantial number of new
members? Where many clubs
are reportedly having trouble
these days, our membership is
growing. We like to think this is
a reflection of the value we
have to offer our membership.
And we'd like to encourage you
to spread the word and let your
friends and family know about
our club. As an expression of
the club's appreciation to you,
we'd like to award you a year of
free membership for every
three new members you
recruit.
Think of it. You have an
opportunity to turn a friend or
loved one on to a great value
and in turn receive that value
yourself free of charge. Now
that, my friends, is the
"Ultimate Value."

Welcome New Members
From the Membership Chairman:
Before I start, I'd like to welcome the following new members to the club. The
list below is all the people who signed up as new members for the 2008-2009 GM
Ski Club Season.
Connie C.
Chris F.
Bill G.
Patti G.

Elise L.
Tina H.
Teresa K.
Jeff G.

John L.
Bonnie M.
Diane P.

David R.
Thomas S.
Teresa W.

On behalf of the board and all returning members, I'd like to bid you welcome. I
hope to see you at as many of our activities as your schedule will allow and make
many new friends along the way. I also hope you'll find the value in the activities
we offer. But mostly, I hope we will hear from you in terms of what you'd like to see
us do in the future. After all, you are members now, and this is your club. Not only
does the board want to hear from you, when you're ready, we'd like to extend an
invitation to you to participate in board activities. The board meets the first
Tuesday after the general meeting. The dates and location are posted on the
calendar.
Once again, I join the rest of the membership as well as the board in welcoming
you and to thank you for choosing the GM Ski Club.
Darrell A.
Membership Chairman

Learn a Snow Sport Month
Resorts, retailers, suppliers and education associations involved with the snow sports industry are gearing up for
Learn-A-Snow Sport Month in January. Companies, associations and venues participating in the outreach initiative will
offer special free or discounted learning packages for kids and adults who want to learn an outdoor winter activity. Most
packages for alpine skiing, snowboarding and cross country skiing will include rentals, lifts and lessons provided by
trained instructors at resorts. Learning programs will be posted on www.winterfeelsgood.com and will include links for
details about each program. Offers will vary according to the location. The goals for this national effort are to break down
the barriers to participation, enable people to learn ‘best practices at a reasonable cost or for free, showcase the health
and wellness benefits of snow sports and convey how much fun snow sports are for children and adults.
Les

What is the newsletter?
As we begin our new year with so
many new members, it's a good time to
point out the purpose and the benefits of
the club newsletter. The purpose of our
newsletter is to communicate to you
things that are going on with the club,
review activities we've had, and perhaps
report on things going on in the outside
world that affect the club. This year we
are striving to enrich the content of the
newsletter to make it ever more
informative and a fun read.

¯Our October General Meeting at Don Thomas Sporthaus®

The newsletter can even be a
communications vehicle members can
share information about what they have
going on. To this end, you are invited to
help.
For example, perhaps you're
getting ready to run a marathon and
you'd like to share your training
experience,
or
you'd
like
help
fundraising, or perhaps the marathon is
over and you'd like to tell us how it went.
We want to hear from you. It could be
anything from the birth of a new family
member to writing a new book and
getting published for the first time.
What other ways you can contribute?
Suppose you are reading a newspaper
and you see an article of news that could
affect club members in some way.
Perhaps a drastic change in air fares, or
a great sale on equipment, or a new ski
school is setting up shop in our area, or a
local ski resort is running a special. You
could use the newsletter as a means of
sharing this information with your fellow
club members.
Bottom line is, with your help, we
would like to make the GM Ski Club
newsletter a valuable information tool for
our members.
Darrell Ahlberg

We still have openings for four more!

Steamboat
Springs
January 31 to February 07, 2009
(Saturday to Saturday)
Located 7,000 feet up in the majestic Colorado Rockies, Steamboat is one of the
largest ski mountains in all of North America. There are 142 trails for skiers of
varying skill levels, and Steamboat Colorado boasts about 3,000 ski-able acres.

Trip includes:
Round trip air to Denver on Northwest Airlines
Ground transportation to Steamboat Springs
Seven nights condo lodging
Five-day lift ticket
Private guest shuttle to slopes
Full kitchens in each unit
Opportunities for shopping and dining

$1,295
(Non-members $1,395)

Catch-up payment schedule:
•
•

$900 initial deposit is due November 15
(non-members $1000)
$395 final payment due December 15

To sign up,
Contact Dave Duvali
(586) 754-8151
daveduvali@wowway.com

POLONIAS ADDRESS: 2934 YEMANS HAMTRAMCK MICH. 48212 (313) 505-3757
YOU ARE INVITED TO A POLISH DINNER NOVEMBER 7 2008. THIS WILL BE A GOOD
OPPORTUNITY TO MINGLE AND MEET NEW PEOPLE FROM OTHER CLUBS. INVITATIONS
ARE BEING SENT TO OTHER AREA CLUBS,SO THERE SHOULD BE A GOOD MIX OF
PEOPLE WITH OPPORTUNITY TO MAKE NEW FRIENDS AND ENJOY AN EVENING OF
FUN.
JUST TO MAKE THE EVENING EVEN MORE ENJOYABLE (INTERESTING), IF YOU ARE
SINGLE, YOU ARE ENCOURAGED TO BRING ANOTHER PERSON. HOWEVER IT IS
OPTIONAL BUT COULD BE FUN AT THE SAME TIME.
ALSO IF YOU HAVE ANY MUSIC YOU WOULD LIKE TO HEAR BRING IT WITH YOU
( CD OR MEMORY STICK )
BUFFET STYLE TO INCLUDE:
A) CITY CHICKEN
D) BEET SOUP
B) ROAST PORKLOIN
E) MIXED VEG. BREAD & BUTTER
C) STUFFED CABBAGE F) POTATOS,BAKED KRAUT & POTATO PANCAKES
6:30 PM FOR DRINKS ( CASH BAR )
MEMBERS : $21.00

7:00 PM FOR DINNER

NON MEMBERS: $26.00

GM SKI CLUB DEADLINE IS WEDNESDAY NOVEMBER 5TH 2008 FOR SIGN-UP
RSVP AS SOON AS POSSIBLE TO: G. RONAN
MAKE CHK OUT TO GM SKI CLUB
MAIL CHK TO 38175 BEECHER DR.
STERLING HEIGHTS MICH. 48312
CELL : (586) 876-1013

Karaoke Night
Mangan's Irish Hut
Saturday night, October 4 was Karaoke night for fifteen GM Ski Club members and friends. Beginning around 7:30 Koby, Liz,
Tina, Chis, Linda, Trisha, Nancy, Kathy, Dennis, Michael, Greg, Les, Darrell, Teresa, and Dave began converging on Mangan's Irish
Pub at Cass and Groesbeck in Mt Clemens. Owner Bill Mangan greeted us personally and made sure we were set up comfortably for
the evening. At the start, we were cordoned off to our own private area where we had drinks and food. Mangan's is noted for having
excellent prices on all their fare, and they didn't disappoint. Most food dishes were around $5.00 and nothing over $10.00. Their
drinks are equally reasonably priced. Once the music started around 9:00, Bill Mangan once again set up a special place for us in the
main music area.
The bar was very crowded but there were very few singers, which meant that we had ample opportunity to sing as many songs as
we liked. Taking regular spots in the rotation were Liz, Tina, and Darrell. Later in the evening, Michael brought on a standing
ovation with his rendition of the classic Roy Orbison turn, "Crying." In addition, the group as a whole took a regular spot. So our
group was well represented all night long. For the most part the individual singers knew their material well and sounded great.
However, the songs we did as a group were all ad-lib. We just put our request in to the karaoke host and when our turn came, we did
our best. Surprisingly enough, we did pretty good. That was until, it was our turn to put the Beach Boys out of business with our own
interpretation of Good Vibrations. Holy Smoke! How does that song go? Brian Wilson, you have nothing to fear. You and the boys
are safe in your job.
But nothing ventured, nothing gained. The crowd in the bar was out for a good time and they were all very enthusiastic. There
was even a bachelorette party which produced several singers including the bride to be. This was one group of ladies who were out to
have a good time. Each took their turn at entertaining the crowd and the bachelorette even joined our group on a couple of occasions.
However, everyone seemed to hush sometime in the middle of Good Vibrations. No explanation given.
But it was a great evening of fun and folly.
Darrell Ahlberg

GM Ski Club Euchre Tournament
In the tradition of bringing together the best of all clubs, 75 people converged
at Darrell Ahlberg's house for the GM Ski Club Euchre Tournament. Represented
were the Solar Club, Skiwi Ski Club, Sailing Singles, BS Hikers, Somerset singles,
and a few others as well as the evening host, the GM Ski Club. With such a
diverse group, all attendees met a great number of people they'd never seen before.
To help identify everyone and perhaps get conversations started, name tags were
given to everybody with an emblem of their individual club. 48 people played in
the Euchre Tournament which was sold out a few days beforehand. Whether
playing cards or just coming for the party, everybody had a great time.
The thirty or so additional people made it a party all to their own. Some just mixed around socializing and
some started card games of their own. There was congregating in the "lounge garage" as well as a lot of milling
around upstairs. A crowd like that is always great to see unless you're the poor soul who's trying to park his car.
Darrell's neighbors sure noticed as several mentioned it (all in fun) the next day.
True to the schedule, everybody started arriving right at 7:00. Debbie Cooke was the "check in" lady. For about an hour solid she
worked at a feverish pace checking people in, matching them up with a custom name tag designating their particular club, and
instructing them on filling out the score board.
Then at 8:00 Darrell officially opened up the party with his own karaoke interpretation of
Elvis Presley's "Party." Well, actually he did it on a dare, but it got everybody's attention and it
seemed to go over well.
The club primed the kitchen with a rich
assortment of food such as roll up sandwiches,
pulled pork sandwiches, and hot chicken
wings, fruit tray, veggie tray, and assorted
candies and nuts on every table. Several party
goers brought their own contributions of
dishes to be passed. About half way through
the night, the club bought two party trays of
Jet's Pizza. But for this hardy bunch, it was
not close to enough and a third party tray was
soon ordered. Incredibly enough, nearly all
the food brought was consumed. There was a
grand total of three pizza slices left over and
bits of assorted other goodies. Needless to say, cleanup afterward was a breeze.
Our sincere thanks on behalf of all party-goers for your generous contributions.
Among the more creative, Judy Heikkinen brought some painted pumpkins which
added to the fall atmosphere. And John and Mary Zalewski brought political cookies and cupcakes. There were items with both
Barak's name and John's name on them. There was great anticipation to see
which group of items would be consumed first. Strangely enough, with all of the
food consumed, nobody touched the political cookies. They were in the same
pristine condition in which they were at the beginning of the evening. I guess the
group just wasn't in the mood for swallowing anything political.
The format of the game called for people to write their own scores and
running tally on
large
score
boards made of
posterboard.
Also, when a
team
got
"euchred," they
were duly fined.
The fine was to put a quarter in the euchre pot. Of course, when you
get "euchred," you'd like to keep it as quiet as possible. Therefore, a
large pot was strategically placed such that the clanging sound of the
tossed quarter resonated for all to hear.

GM Ski Club Euchre Tournament
The plan was to award prize money to the top four lucky finishers. But as these things sometimes go, there was a four way tie for
4th place so that made seven winners in all. In addition, the Euchre pot was awarded as a "door prize" to one lucky winner. So the
lucky winners were
First
Second
Third
Fourth
Fourth
Fourth
Euchre

Judy Heikkinen
Christine Lecoutre
Barbara McNeil
Alan Toomey
Dawn Middleton
Jim Walsh
Teresa Walny

53
47
44
43
43
43
??

$90
$70
$50
$40
Big Money

You can see the complete standings at the end of this article. As you review the final standings, notice
the person sitting smack on the bottom of the complete standings. This person is none other than your
president and mine, the man we all know as the one who could use another vowel, Les Skrzycki.. I talked
with him about that and he said "No problem. It was
worth every lost point and it was even worth the
couple of bucks in the Euchre Pot. I had a lot of fun."
Such a point serves to highlight that the party was
not so much about winning as it was about having
fun and making friends. To that end everybody was
good about playing even on the games where there
was a newbie at the table. Thanks to the patience of
the "sharks" and their willingness to reach out to
those learning, there were some folks who came
away enriched with a better understanding of the
game.
In all six games were played, and we were done by about 11:30. Most people hung around another
hour or so. And a few hardy souls cranked up the karaoke machine and went strong until about 3:30.
A big thanks to all who attended. We hope you had a good time and we hope to see you at our future GM Ski Club events in the
near future.

Final Standings:
Judy Heikkinen
Christine Lecoutre
Barbara McNeil
Alan Toomey
Dawn Middleton
Jim Walsh
Kent Broughman
Brian Reuter
Elaine Danas
Teresa Walny
Al Sleeman
Susan Gannon
Don Wold
Edward Musser
Jack Price
Leslie Musser

53
47
44
43
43
43
43
42
41
41
40
40
39
39
39
39

Phil R
Don M
Craig Petku
Diane Vandeberghe
Jenny Dietrich
Dan Butterworth
Karen Woodgate
Madel Ernmann
Jeff Grewe
Shannon Young
Vince Walblay
Carol Lieving
Tim Allard
Dan Boyd
Elise Levasseur
Maureen Mitchell

39
38
37
37
37
36
36
36
35
35
35
34
34
33
33
33

Bob Malcolm
Dave Norkus
Mary Zalewski
Bonnie Michalak
Carol Stanek
Lee Johnson
Mary Panette
Bill Given
Dan Ashley
George Middleton
John Zalewski
John Gordon
Shirley Tresh
Whitney Vanoost
Valerie Miller
Les Skrzycki

31
31
31
30
30
30
30
29
29
29
29
26
25
25
22
19

What a wonderful weekend getaway! Heck, we
didn’t even need the second ambulance, and
the blood loss was kept to a minimum. A good
time was had by all. Can’t wait till next year!

GM SKI and TRAVEL CLUB MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
Name: _____________________

GM Ski and Travel Club Board of Directors

___

President: Les Skrzycki 248693-1794
Vice President: Vacant

Address:________________________________________________
City:_________________________ Zip:_______________________
Phone: (day)___________________(Evening)__________________

Treasurer: Alan Toomey 248391-5180
Secretary: Darrell Ahlberg,
586-899-8203
Activities: Brian De Leo
248-626-6192
Hospitality: Greg Ronan 586979-9512

Date of Birth ____________________________________________
Email address ___________________________________________

NEW MEMBERSHIP $30

RENEWAL $25

In consideration for me being able to join the GM Ski and Travel Club, I
agree to abide by the GM SKI and TRAVEL Club’s by-Laws and
constitution.
Membership runs October 1 through September 30.

Signature:___________________Date:

Membership: Darrell
Ahlberg, 586-899-8203
MDSC Rep: Debbie Cooke
248-689-7167
Newsletter: Michael Bourke
586-776-7685
Ski Trips: Dave Duvali
586-754-8151
Webmaster: Darrell
Ahlberg, 586-899-8203

Newspaper

The board meets once a month, the week after the General Meeting

Skiing Interest:

Racing

TO JOIN THE GM SKI and
TRAVEL CLUB:

Event (list)

Skiing Ability:

I’d like to help:

Downhill

Beginner

Ski Trips

Racing

Intermediate

Publicity

X-country

Advanced

Meetings

Snowboard

Please send completed application at the left
along with check (payable to “GM Ski Club”) to:
GM Ski and Travel Club
40377 Kraft Dr.
Sterling Heights, MI 48310

Activities
Other (list)

Or bring the completed application with you to our
General Meeting.
Membership runs Oct. through Sept.
Mail changes of address to the above.
You don’t have to work for General Motors to
belong to the GM Ski and Travel Club! (but it’s
okay if you do).

Referral: I am a new member and was referred to the GM Ski and
Travel Club by:
Referring Members Name:

Treasurers Report
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Payment made by: Cash
Check
Check #
I like the club so much I wish to make an additional contribution of $____

M et

p

o
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NOVEMBER
Birthdays

ta

n De r oit
t

7 Fri.

18 Tue.
27 Thurs.

6 Sat.

11 Thurs.
16 Tue.
20 Sat.

25 Thurs.

13 Tue.

i
Sk

Breakfast Club starts at 10:00 a.m. at Anton’s Island Grill, 16 Mile Rd. and Dequindre.
No RSVP needed. Just show up, and we'll make room for you.
Wallyball Time! Work off that Sunday breakfast and join the gang to play wallyball at Warren
Racquet and Fitness Club, one block east of Van Dyke at 13 ½ Mile Road. Suit up at 12:15 p.m. and
hit the court at 12:30 p.m. This is just for the fun of it! Interested? Contact Les: 248-693-1794

NOVEMBER

Restaurant of the Month – Polonia’s Restaurant, 2934 Yemans, Hamtramck, MI 48212. Cocktails at
6:30, dinner at 7:00 p.m. Reservations are a must! See flyer for more details. RSVP before Nov. 5.
Contact Gregg Ronan: 586-979-9512
General Meeting - 17th Street Bar & Grill, 3905 17 Mile Rd. in Sterling Heights, MI 48310. Nov.
theme is “hunting season,” so, dress up like a hunter or the hunted (or Sarah Palin) and get a free
beer! We’ll meet at 7:00 p.m., announcements at 8:00 p.m.
Board Meeting – 17th Street Bar & Grill, 7:00 p.m., Contact: Darrell, 586-899-8203
HAPPY THANKSGIVING!

DECEMBER

1 Thurs.
8 Thurs.

Alan Toomey
Treasurer

Co
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un
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$5030.07

Every Sun.

13 Thurs.

How did you hear about the GM Ski and Travel Club?
Friend

Every Sun.

Calendar of Events

Christmas Classic Movie – Bring on the Christmas spirit at the historic Redford Theatre with the
1947 classic film “Miracle on 34th Street” starring John Payne, Maureen O’Hara, and Natalie
Wood. The Redford is located at 17360 Lahser Rd. in Detroit, just a few doors north of Grand
River. Ample free, lighted and supervised parking is adjacent to the theatre. We’ll meet in lobby
around 7:30 p.m. Free admission for members, $4 for guests. Contact Darrell: 586-899-8203
General Meeting - 17th Street Bar & Grill, 3905 17 Mile Rd. in Sterling Heights, MI 48310. Bring a
friend! We’ll meet at 7:00 p.m., announcements at 8:00 p.m.
Board Meeting – 17th Street Bar & Grill, 7:00 p.m., Contact: Darrell, 586-899-8203
Our Annual Holiday Party – Join us at Craig’s house for an evening of celebration with friends. Fun
starts at 6:00 p.m. to whenever you feel like leaving! Food, drink, hot tubing, crackling fire. Bring a
dish to pass; show off your culinary skills! More details coming soon. Contact Les: 248-693-1794
MERRY CHRISTMAS!

JANUARY

HAPPY NEW YEAR 2009!
General Meeting - 17th Street Bar & Grill, 3905 17 Mile Rd. in Sterling Heights, MI 48310. We’ll
meet at 7:00 p.m., announcements at 8:00 p.m.
Board Meeting – 17th Street Bar & Grill, 7:00 p.m., Contact: Darrell, 586-899-8203

ON THE HORIZON

Richard Hayes
Jim Walsh
Alan Toomey

Editor’s Notes
Submissions to this newsletter will be accepted in any visual, but not oral, form.
transmissions are preferred.
The deadline is 5:00 p.m. sharp on the 20th of the preceding month.
Michael Bourke
16724 Collinson
Eastpointe, MI 48021
Home: 586-776-7685
E-mail: gmskiclub@yahoo.com

Electronic

November 13
November 14
November 28

CURLING, BOCCE BALL, MICHIGAN SKIING, OUR FABULOUS ERIE CANAL HOUSEBOAT TRIP! We’re
always eager to hear suggestions from our members regarding any type of activity from restaurant dining to sky
diving. If you have a hobby or interest you would like to share, or if you would like to try something new that we
haven’t thought of, please let us know!
Watch your email for our up-to-the-minute E-Newsletter for last minute events and activities

